Mauri Palomaki
*30.11.1931 - T 21.9.2009

meritusprofessori, pitkaaikainen reh-

tori Mauri Palomaki kuoli vaikean sai-

rauden uuvuttamana 21. syyskuuta
2009 Vaasassa. Hdn oli 77-vuotias, syntynyt
30. marraskuuta 1931 Vaasassa, jossa hdn
myos teki keskeisen osan merkittavasta
elamantyostdan.

Palomaki kirjoitti ylioppilaaksi Vaasan
yhteiskoulusta 1952 ja ryhtyi opiskelemaan
maantiedettd ja biologiaa Helsingin yliopis-
tossa. Vuonna 1957 suoritettua filosofian
kandidaatin tutkintoa seurasivat jatko-
opinnot. Keskus- ja vaikutusaluetutki-
muksen klassikoksi ja aluesuunnittelun pit-
kaaikaiseksi mallityoksi muodostunut vii-
toskirja valmistui 1963. Taméan aihealueen
luontevana jatkona oli sittemmin koko kan-
sallisen yhdyskuntajarjestelmamme sisal-
16n erittely ja alueellisten piirteiden kuvaa-
minen.

Tutkimustuloksiaan Palomaéki esitteli
Kansainvdlisen Maantieteellisen Unionin
yhdyskuntajarjestelma tyoryhmassa, ja jul-
kaisi lukuisissa kansainvalisissa ja kansal-
lisissa tiedejulkaisuissa sekd Suomen Kar-
taston erillisniteissd. Palomden tutkijapro-
fiilin monipuolisuutta kuvaa hyvin hdanen
viimeisten virkavuosiensa harrastuneisuus
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maankohoamisen ilmenemismuotoihin ja
maankohoamisen syiden tulkintoihin. Kiin-
nostuksen syykin on ilmeinen: maan-
kohoaminen nayttaytyy edustavimmillaan
Palomden kotiseudulla Vaasan saaristossa,
jossa hdnelld perusvaasalaiseen tapaan oli
kesdpaikkansa ja jonka luontoon hdn oli
tieteellisessd mielessd perehtynyt jo opis-
keluaikanaan kasvitieteen sivulaudaturia
tehdessadn.

Palomden tyOura sisdlsi yliopisto-ope-
tuksen ja -tutkimuksen askelmat assisten-
tin tehtavista apulaisprofessoriksi Helsin-
gin yliopistossa ja vuonna 1968 aloittaneen
Vaasan kauppakorkeakoulun talousmaan-
tieteen professoriksi. Tastd virasta hédn jai
tdaysin palvelleena eldkkeelle 30.11.1996. Jo
Helsingin yliopiston aikana Palomden in-
noittava vaikutus lisdsi maantieteen opis-
kelun suosiota. Useat hdnen oppilaistaan
ovat sittemmin jatkaneet opettajansa vii-
toittamalla tielld maantieteen tarkeissa
opetus- ja tutkimustehtavissd. Vaasan yli-
opistokaan ei ole tdstad poikkeus.

Palomaden erityisiin ansioihin kuului re-
aalimaailman ilmididen ja tieteellisen tie-
don yhdistdmisen taito. Hin osasi tulkita
ja pelkistda luonnonilmioiden syntymeka-



nismeja kuulijoille ymmarrettavalld taval-
la. Tastd lahjasta saivat nauttia niin oppi-
aineen opiskelijat kuin yliopiston henkil6-
kuntakin seka koti- ja ulkomaiset vieraili-
jat lukuisilla retkilld Pohjanmaalla. Palo-
maéden ansiota on myos akateemisten tradi-
tioiden juurruttaminen Vaasan neitseelli-
seen akateemiseen miljooseen alkaen his-
torian ensimmadisestd vaitostilaisuudesta
Vaasassa 1975.

Yliopisto-opettajan ja -tutkijan roolin rin-
nalle, kenties edellekin nousee Mauri Palo-
maéden toiminta Vaasan kauppakorkeakoulun
ja vuodesta 1980 Vaasan korkeakoulun reh-
torina. Ldhes 17 vuotta kestdneen rehtori-
kautensa (1970-87) alusta alkaen Palomden
tavoitteena oli — kauppakorkeakoulun perus-
tamiseen keskeisesti vaikuttaneiden tahdon
mukaisesti — kehittda erikoiskorkeakoulusta
monialainen yliopisto, jonka tieteenala-
rakenteeseen myos tekniikka kuuluisi. Palo-
mden unelma yliopistosta toteutui hdanen
rehtorikautensa jalkeen 1991, ja tekniikan
tutkinnonanto-oikeus saatiin vuonna 2004.
Vaasan yliopiston rakentamisen neuvottelu-
kunnan puheenjohtajana Palomaéelld oli kes-
keinen rooli suunniteltaessa uutta yliopisto-
kampusta. Nyt Vaasan Palosaarella, josta Pa-
lomaki lahti aikanaan opintielle Helsinkiin,

Mauri Palomaki
In memoriam

meritus Professor Mauri Palomaki,

former long-serving rector of the Uni-

versity of Vaasa, died in Vaasa on 21st
September 2009. He was aged 77 years,
having been born on 30th November 1931,
also in Vaasa, where he accomplished the
vast majority of his life’s work.

sijaitsee hdnen elamédntydnsa pysyva monu-
mentti: oikea yliopisto meren rannalla.

Monista jasenyyksistd ja luottamusteh-
tdvistd poimittakoon esiin Palomden toi-
minta Suomen Maantieteellisessd Seurassa,
ty0jdsenend vuodesta 1959, seuran sihtee-
rind 1966-68 ja puheenjohtajana 1971-72
sekd asiantuntijajisenend Suomen Kartas-
ton 5. laitoksen tieteellisessa toimituskun-
nassa 1972-92.

Ansioistaan tieteen saralla ja toimin-
taympadriston hyvaksi tehdysta tyosta Palo-
maki sai lukuisia huomionosoituksia. Mer-
kittdvimpid niistd olivat kutsu Suomalaisen
Tiedeakatemian jaseneksi 1973, promo-
vointi Vaasan yliopiston ja Uumajan yli-
opiston kunniatohtoriksi, tasavallan presi-
dentin myontdmd Suomen Leijonan
komentajamerkki ja Suomen Maantieteelli-
sen Seuran myontama Hopeinen Fennia-mi-
tali seuran 100-vuotisjuhlissa 1988. Eraana
kohokohtana urallaan Palomadki itse piti
myo6s Suomalaisen Tiedeakatemian vierai-
lua Vaasan yliopistossa 13.3.1995.

Mauri Palomaéki on jattdnyt pysyvan jal-
jen suomalaiseen maantieteeseen ja erityi-
sesti vaasalaiseen yliopistoeldmadan Vaasan
yliopiston rakentajana ja akateemisena
tienndyttajana.

Kauko Mikkonen

Having matriculated from the Vaasa Co-
educational School in 1952, Mauri Palomaki
enrolled at the University of Helsinki to
study geography. He gained his first degree
in 1957 and went on to do postgraduate
work there, culminating in his doctoral the-
sis of 1963, which became a classic study
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on the theme of central places and spheres
of influence and a long-standing model for
regional planning in Finland. A natural se-
quel to this work was his subsequent anal-
ysis of the whole content of the national
settlement system, including a description
of the associated regional characteristics.

Palomaéki presented his results at meet-
ings of the International Geographical Un-
ion’s Working Group on the Settlement Sys-
tem and published them in numerous na-
tional and international publications and
separate volumes of the Atlas of Finland.
The breadth of his research interests is well
indicated, however, by the enthusiasm with
which he devoted his last years in office to
the study of the manifestations of land up-
lift in Finland and the interpretation of its
causes. The reason for this was quite obvi-
ous, of course: land uplift is most pro-
nounced in his own home area of the Vaasa
Archipelago, where, like most native inhab-
itants, he had his country cottage, and
where he had done botanical fieldwork for
his subsidiary subject during his student
days.

Mauri Palomaiki’s university career cov-
ered all levels of teaching and research
from assistant to associate professor at the
University of Helsinki, until his appoint-
ment as professor of economic geography
at the Vaasa School of Economics and Busi-
ness Administration in 1968. He then held
this position until his retirement on 30th
November 1996. His inspiring influence
had prompted an increase in the popularity
of geography at the University of Helsinki
during his time there, and he had much the
same effect in Vaasa. Many of his former
students have continued on the path
mapped out for them by their mentor and
have gone on to occupy significant teaching
and research positions in the field of geog-
raphy.
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One of Palomaki’s particular merits lay
in the skill with which he was able to com-
bine scientific knowledge with the phenom-
ena of the real world. He was adept at inter-
preting and simplifying the mechanisms by
which natural phenomena came into being
so that they were comprehensible to his lis-
teners, an art which was of benefit not only
to students of geography but also to univer-
sity staff and both Finnish and overseas vis-
itors taking part in excursions to Ostroboth-
nia. It is also greatly to his credit that aca-
demic traditions took a firm hold in the vir-
gin territory of Vaasa, beginning with the
first doctoral dissertation to be held there,
in 1975.

Alongside his role as a university teach-
er and researcher, and perhaps at a higher
level than this, we must also acknowledge
Mauri Palomdki’s contribution to the admin-
istration of the Vaasa School of Economics
and subsequently, from 1980, of the Univer-
sity College of Vaasa during the period of al-
most 17 years for which he was its rector in
1970-87. In accordance with the will of
those who had been instrumental in found-
ing the School of Economics, he set about
developing this institution into a broad-
based university with a structure that ex-
tended to technology as well. His dream of
a fully-fledged university in fact came true
after his departure from the position of rec-
tor, in 1991, and the right to confer degrees
in technology was granted in 2004. As chair-
man of the building committee, he played a
major role in the planning of a new campus
for the university, and now, on the island of
Palosaari, from which he set out for Helsin-
ki on his path of learning, there is a perma-
nent monument to his achievements, a real
university on the sea shore.

Special mention among Mauri Paloma-
ki’s many honorary positions and society
memberships should be made of his activi-



ties in the Geographical Society of Finland,
as a working member from 1959 onwards,
as its secretary in 1966-68 and its chairman
in1971-72, and also as an expert advisor on
the scientific editorial board for the 5th edi-
tion of the Atlas of Finland in 1972-92.

He also gained many honours for his sci-
entific achievements and his work on behalf
of the community at large, among the most
notable of which were membership of the
Finnish Academy of Science and Letters, in
1973, honorary doctorates of the Universi-
ty of Vaasa and Umea University, Sweden,

the medal of a Commander of the Order of
the Finnish Lion, awarded by the President
of Finland, and the silver Fennia Medal of
the Geographical Society of Finland, award-
ed at its centenary meeting in 1988. Anoth-
er event that he regarded as a high point in
his career was the visit of the Finnish Acad-
emy of Science and Letters to the Universi-
ty of Vaasa on 13th March 1995.

Mauri Paloméki has left his permanent
mark on geography in Finland, and more
particularly on the life of the University of
Vaasa as a builder and academic pioneer.

Obituary by Kauko Mikkonen
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